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PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
One of the primary goals of Illinois State University’s (ISU) National Center for Urban Education (NCUE) 
is to increase pre-service teachers’ level of preparedness for and exposure to urban school settings. 
The Course Development Grant (CDG) program seeks to attain that goal by integrating urban content 
and context into existing curricula at ISU.  
 
In early 2020, a Request for Proposals (RFP) was distributed campus-wide to faculty members who 
instruct teacher education courses at ISU. The RFP asked faculty members to describe how they would 
redesign an existing course to better prepare future teachers for the realities of urban and high-need 
settings. As part of the grant recommendation, proposed redesigned courses were expected to include 
an urban clinical/field experience in the NCUE partner communities. Grants were awarded to two eligible 
faculty members. 
 
The CDG program was piloted in 2006 and grants have been re-offered every academic year since. In 
its fifteenth year (2020), the program awarded grants to two faculty members, bringing the total number 
of redesigned courses to 96. The two new grantees received a bibliography of suggested 
readings/resources and participated in a series of workshops. Grantees also partook in virtual 
experiences to learn about the social, cultural, and educational opportunities available in the NCUE 
partner communities and surrounding neighborhoods. 
 
Grantees were asked to respond to surveys designed to measure changes in general perceptions of 
preparation regarding course redevelopment work and their attitudes toward urban education and 
multiculturalism in the classroom. Additionally, grantees were asked to provide feedback on their course 
redevelopment experiences and comment on how NCUE can improve future offerings of the Course 
Development Grant.  
 
 

METHODOLOGY 
The 2020 CDG Grantee cohort was asked to respond to surveys in a longitudinal design to measure 
change in grantees’ general perceptions of preparation to engage in the course redevelopment work; 
and their attitudes towards urban education and multiculturalism in the classroom. The pre-survey (Time 
1) was administered after grantees were selected for the grant but before they participated in the 
immersion experience. The post-survey (Time 2) was administered in August, as redeveloped courses 
were in initial stages of implementation. At this time, grantees were also asked to provide formative 
feedback regarding the redesign process. Of the grantees, two (100%) completed the pre-surveys and 
two (100%) completed the post-survey.   
 
Unfortunately, due to the small sample size quantitative analysis of the data was inadvisable.  Thus, 
this report includes the formative, qualitative data only.   
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OPEN-ENDED RESPONSES 
 

Grantees were asked to respond to a number of open-ended prompts at both Time 1 (pre-design) and 
Time 2 (post-design). Responses are categorized and listed below.   
 
Time 1 
 
How do you plan to integrate urban community and cultural contexts into the framework of your 
course? 
 

• Readings; Critical Conversations; Interviews with Young Adolescents from a variety of 
cultural contexts; Shadow Studies. 
  

• Since my course is taken during student teaching, I want to assist those students who are 
teaching in an urban environment, but I also want those student teachers who are not in an 
urban environment to understand what it's like to be in a different environment.  I want 
students to be exposed to different communities so the feel like they can apply to teach 
anywhere.  Some students don't student teach in an urban environment due to housing.  
Many students live at home during student teaching to save money, but I want students to 
know that there are more options for employment after graduation. 

 
Time 2 
 
1. How do you plan to integrate urban community and cultural contexts into the framework of your 
course? 
 

• Readings; conversation; virtual visit. 
  

• Since my course I taught during student teaching, students will reflect on their past 
experiences. Students in an urban setting will share their experiences, as will students in 
suburban and rural settings. The visits will also offer opportunity for more exposure. 

 
2. What worked best when redeveloping your course? 
 

• Connecting with others in my program that have also redesigned. 
 

• Access to resources; viewing examples; provided examples; use of 
google classroom.  

 
3. What challenges did you face during your course redevelopment? 
 

• Switch/redesign to remote instruction --> this really impaired my ability to focus on the urban 
part of the redesign because so much of the course is being redone. Timeline to plan 
experience for fall 2020. 
 

• My course is heavily tied to edTPA. Due to the pandemic, I had to wait to hear from ISBE. 
We just learned [recently] that the assessment has been waived, so now I'm redesigning my 
redesign. 
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4. Comments and/or suggestions regarding your course redevelopment experience, including 
suggestions for next year's UTP course development grant program? 
 

• Would have loved to have more conversations about what the trip could look like and talks 
about ramping those up in the summer. 
 

• Everything was great. My only suggestion would be to have structure syllabus work time to 
bounce ideas off each other. 

 


